MURDERS AND AUTO THEFTS
INCREASE — OTHER LINES
OF CRIME DECREASE

Murder and the stealing of autos
are the only lines of crime that have
not decreased in the past year, ac-
cording 1o reports from Chief of Po-
lice Healey's office. Figures, which
will be part of the annual report of
the police department, show 20,047
misdemeanors and felonles up to
Thursday morning. In 1915 there
were 25,497. There has been a gen-
eral falling off in robberies, bur-
glaries and larcenies,

On the other hand, killings and
suto thefts have been on the upward
trend. 288 homimcides are recorded
for the first 362 days of 1916, against
234 last year. Lo 1915 77 murders
were pulled off. Raecord for this year
{2 101. Victims of illegal operations,
“guto vamplres"” and maniscs are
about equal in number to those of
1916.

Officlals admitted that auto steal-
ing had incremsed, although figures
are not yet brought to date.
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POLICEMAN AND CLERKS ARE
TAKEN AS GUN THIEVES

Policeman Thomas Gibbons, 6237
University av.; Lloyd White, 5832
Binckstone av., and George M. Ep-
pinger of Forest Park are sald to be
implicated in a deal whereby ravolv-
ers were stolen from a sporting goods
store and then sold. All are under
arrest.

Officer Gibbons explained that his
family had been sick and that he was
on the verge of bankruptcy. Hence
he was templed to take part in the
deal.

White admitted stealing the w::f-
ony with the ald of Eppinger and sald
the policeman disposed of them. Ep-
pinger denied any connection with
the thefts.

—_———

Toronto, Ont.—King street barns
of Toronto streel rallway destroyed
by fire; loss edtimated at nearly mil-
lloz dollars,

RAILROADS BREAK RECORDS AT
TRAFFIC AND EARNINGS

Record-breaking traffic and earn-
Ings for Amerlcan rafiways were re-
corded in 1916, accordinig to coppila-
tions from official gources published
by the Railway Age Gazette toduy in
its annual reviéw number.

The Increased earnings have been
followed Immedixtaly. it is set forth,
by increased expenditures for equip-
ment and extension. Locomotives
and car buflders have received lurge
orders for equipment for export us
well as for domestic delivery. During
the year 170,000 frelght cars wer or-
dered by American roads, in addition
to 2,340 passenger cars and 2,923 lo-
comotives, the total being greatly in
excess of that for the previous year,
For export 25,632 freight cars were
ordered and 2988 locomotives, an
aggregale increase of approximately
100 per cent.

Construction increase Lotaled 1,008
miles, an increass over 1915, but be-
low normal

“The net operating lacome of the

railways during the year fust clos-

ing,"” The Gazette sald, "has been un-
precedented, probably averagingmors
than & per cent on the Investment in
road and equipment. Until within the
last 18 months ayerage gross eam-
ings per mile per month had excesd-
ed §1,300 Im only one month, October,
1912, In three months of the pres-
ent year, however—May, Jume and
July—maore than $1,300 per mile was
earned. In August and September all
previous records were broken with
;uumlngs of $1,418 and $1.409 per
o
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THIRD MURDER IN FAMILY
Eureka, Cal., Dec. 29.—The thind
murder In the Whiteside family of
Humboeldt county was uncovered lo-
day when Lawrence Witeside was

1found dead in a snowdsift on his

ranch with a bullet In his brsin. Two
brothers died In a similar manner.

on the ranch,

There are said to be big gold déposity




